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[ƛƴŎƻƭƴ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ IƻǳǎŜΣ IŀǊŘƛƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅ 

Shˉˠ˔nʐ ˁɯʍ ɧeˉuˢʦ ᴗ 

˛ˤʞ C˛nsʙᴏ˔ˤʗ 

c˛ˤnˢɰeʟ ˔ʘ ˁ˓iʟ isˡʀʍ. 

Lǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƳ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ȅŜŀǊ ǎƛƴŎŜ L ŎŀƳŜ ƻƴ .ƻŀǊŘ ƘŜǊŜ ŀǘ IŜŀǊǘƭŀƴŘ !Řǳƭǘ 9ŘΦ  !ƴŘΣ ȅŜǘΣ 

ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŬǎŎŀƭ ȅŜŀǊ ς ŀ ȅŜŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƅŜǿ ōȅΗ 

!ǎ ŀ ǘŜŀƳ ƻŦ ƳŀƴȅΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ƘƛǩƴƎ ŀ ōƛƎ ȅŜŀǊƭȅ Ǝƻŀƭ 

ƻǾŜǊ ŀ ƳƻƴǘƘ ŜŀǊƭȅΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ƳŜΣ ōǳǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǝƻƴΣ 

ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭƛǎƳΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜŜǊ ǘŜƴŀŎƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀũ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ŜǾŜǊȅ 

Řŀȅ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ ǇƻǎƛǝǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǝǾŜΦ  L ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜƎƛƴ ǘƻ 

ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ Ƙƻǿ ƻƊŜƴ L ŀƳ ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭ ǘƻ ōŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ǘŀƭŜƴǘŜŘ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ 

ǘƘŜȅ ŜŀŎƘ ƘŀǾŜ Ƴȅ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻΦ   

²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘŜƭǇΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ŬǎŎŀƭ ȅŜŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ ƛŘŜŀǎΣ ǇƭŀƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ 

ƛƴƛǝŀǝǾŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜƴŜŬǘ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǝŜǎ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜȅ 

ŀǊŜ ŀ ǇŀǊǘΦ  ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŜȄǇŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ Ǉŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ Ƙŀǎ 

ōŜŜƴ ƴƻ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘΦ  ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǎǝƴƎ ǊŜƭŀǝƻƴǎƘƛǇǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ŀ ƴǳƳπ

ōŜǊ ƻŦ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎΣ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΣ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΣ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŀƎŜƴŎƛŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƳŜƳπ

ōŜǊǎΣ ǘƻ ƴŀƳŜ ŀ ŦŜǿΦ ¢ƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǝƻƴǎ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǎƛƴŎŜǊŜƭȅ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ 

ŘŜŜǇƭȅ ǾŀƭǳŜŘΦ 

!ǎ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΣ L ŀƳ ǘƘŀƴƪŦǳƭ ǘƘŀǘ L ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǿŀƭƪ 

ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŘƻƻǊǎΦ  aȅ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊǎǳƛǘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ŀŘǳƭǘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ 

ǊŜŀŎƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ Ǝƻŀƭǎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŦǳƭŬƭƭƛƴƎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ Ƴȅ Ŏŀπ

ǊŜŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ Ƴȅ ǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜǿŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǊƻƭŜΦ   

Thank you to the United 

Way of Central Kentucky for 

funding BOTH of our 2023-

2024 initiative proposals! 
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Stem to Stern 
Řŀƴŀ ǿƻƭŦŜ 

/ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ŀƴŘ /ŀǊŜŜǊ bŀǾƛƎŀǘƻǊ 

Freeman Lake, Hardin County 

CǊŜŜƳŀƴ [ŀƪŜΣ IŀǊŘƛƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅ 

Our students deserve to be recognized for their academic 

achievements, but they also have talents and skills outside 

the classroom as well. This issue includes examples submit-

ted by some of our amazing students including music 

(instrumental and voice), technical skills, artwork, poetry, ad-

vocacy, and more.   

We wanted to catch up with our graduates and, when asked 

to write a few words, they didnôt disappoint.  Once they come 

through our doors, they will always be part of the Heartland 

family and hearing their current endeavors and successes 

just warms our hearts.  We are proud to share them with you. 

Speaking of Heartland, we are more than just Hardin County 

ï much more!  Our counties also include Grayson, Hart, 

LaRue, and Breckinridge.  These four counties are featured 

in this issue with a bit of history and photographs that I took 

within those counties.  Not only are the students family, but 

each and every staff member in every Consortium county is 

an integral part of the Heartland family.  

Talking about familyé..this is a tough one.  Our Hardin Coun-

ty Data Specialist, Amanda Herndon, is leaving us at the end 

of this fiscal year.  Sheôs moving back home to Indiana to be 

surrounded by family and, though we are happy for her, we 

are profoundly saddened that she will no longer be with us.  

Amanda has grown with us from a GED student, to a GED 

graduate, and to a valued employee.  Her laugh, smile, and 

endless Tik Tok videos will be deeply missed (though I fully 

expect to receive more screaming goat videos, Amanda!)   

We are at the end of one fiscal year and on the doorstep of another.  Itôs an appropriate time to look both backward 

and forward.  Though weôve had a very successful 2022-2023, we never rest on our laurels.  We have new initia-

tives for the next fiscal year and plans are well underway to get them implemented.  Onward! 

This issue is all about bragging  

rights ñ and we got ôem! 
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ñBreckinridge County, the thirty-ninth in the State, is one of 
those bordering on the Ohio River. It was formed in 1799 from 
a part of Hardin County, and named for Hon. John Breckin-
ridge, the first of that illustrious family in Kentucky. It is bound-
ed on the north by the State of Indiana, from which it is sepa-
rated by the Ohio River; on the east by Meade and Hardin 
Counties; on the south by Grayson County; on the west by 
Hancock and Ohio Counties. 

The county... has its caves and other natural wonders. Along 
Sinking Creek particularly are a number of caves, some of 
them considerable in extent. Two or three miles above Clifton 
Mills, on the creek, is the óPenitentiary Cave,ô one of the most 
extensive in the county. It has never been fully explored, but 
so far as it has beené[it is] rich in subterranean magnificence. 
Near Webster is another cave worthy of a description. Two or 
three hundred yards from the entrance, a subterranean stream 
is reached that is almost equal in the sounds produced, to 
Echo River in the Mammoth Cave.ò (genealogytrails.com/ken/
breckinridge/history.html 

The county was named for John C. Breckinridge.  Battle-
fields.org writes, ñBorn in Lexington, Kentucky in 1821, John 
Cabell Breckinridge was a graduate of Centre College and 
later Transylvania Law School in 1845.  He holds the record 
as the youngest Vice President ever elected to office, serving 
under President James Buchanan starting in 1856.  In 1859, a 
year before his term as Vice President was to expire, he was 
elected to the U.S. Senate..ò  (www.battlefields.org/learn/
biographies/john-c-breckinridge). 

 

 

 

Breckinridge County Public Library 

 

ñHodgenville was established in 1818 and became the county seat when 
Larue County was created in 1843. Robert Hodgen served as sheriff and as 
representative of Hardin County in the General Assembly of Kentucky. 

In addition to operating his mill and farm, Hodgen operated in his home an 
inn or óordinaryô in which many notables were entertained. Among Hodgen's 
customers were Thomas and Nancy Lincoln, whose "óinking Spring Farmô is 
located three miles south of Hodgenville. It was there, on February 12, 1809, 
that their son, Abraham, was born. 

The future President is said to have come to the mill many times to play with 
the Hodgen children. The Lincoln family lived on the Sinking Spring farm 
until 1811 when they moved 10 miles north to the Knob Creek 
Farm.ò (www.achp.gov/preserve-america/community/hodgenville-kentucky) 

Abraham Lincoln  

Birthplace National Historical 
Park , LaRue County 



Grayson County Courthouse 

ñGrayson County is located in west-central Kentucky and 

is bordered by the Rough River on the north and the Nolin 

River on the southeast. Formed in 1810, it was the fifty-

fourth county established from land given by Hardin and 

Ohio counties. The county is named for William Grayson, 

a United States Senator from Virginia and a Revolutionary 

War colonel. Leitchfield, named for Major David Leitch the 

original owner of the town site, is the county seat. The 

town was formally incorporated in 1866.ò 

Historical Marker near the Courthouse:  ñFor Col. William Grayson, 1740-90, aide de-camp to Gen. Washington. Law-

yer; in Revolutionary Army, 1776-79; Board of War, 1780-81; Virginia Assembly and Continental Congress, 1784-87; 

State Convention ratifying Federal Constitution 1788; first U. S. Senate, 1789-90. Washington once owned 5,000 acres 

in county, which was formed from Hardin and Ohio counties.ò  (https://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=123269) 

https://explorekyhistory.ky.gov/tours/show/45#:~:text=Grayson%20County%20is%20located%20in,by%20Hardin%20and%20Ohio%20counties. 

Leitchfield Mural near the Square, Grayson County 

The current courthouse located in Leitchfield, Kentucky, is the fourth courthouse for Grayson County. The first three 

were lost to fires that destroyed some or all of the records. The first fire was the 1864 fire, the second was in 1896, and 

the third burned in 1936. The fourth courthouse was built in 1938.  (https://explorekyhistory.ky.gov/items/show/643?

tour=45&index=1) 
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Hart County was founded in 1819, created from land from Hardin and Barren Counties. The county was named for Ken-

tucky native Captain Nathaniel Gray Smith Hart, who died in the War of 1812. At the time the county was formed, Mun-

fordville was the largest town in the new county and was designated as the county seat for this reason. Currently, the 

largest city in Hart County is Horse Cave. 

Hart County has had three courthouses. The first was built in 1820 and then torn down seventy-five years after construc-

tion. The second courthouse burned on January 3, 1928. The current courthouse was constructed on approximately the 

same location as the second courthouse. 

In terms of ancient history, Salts Cave lies beneath portions of Hart County. It is one of the richest repositories of Native 

American artifacts in this part of North America. Many of the artifacts found in Salts Cave are now housed in the Heyl 

Museum in New York City. Most of Salts Cave lies within Mammoth Cave National Park. 

Hart County has a significant link to Daniel Boone. Daniel Booneôs family camped above Boiling Springs in 1775. During 

their encampment a young son died. He is reported to be buried above the spring in an unmarked grave. 

In the nineteenth century, Hart County was host to several noted visitors who came to stay at the Old Munford Inn. Local 

legend says that Andrew Jackson stayed overnight in the inn. Jenny Lind is said to have visited in the 1850ôs. 

Hart County was home to two Civil War generals. Thomas J. Wood and Simon Bolivar Buckner, who later became gov-

ernor of Kentucky, both went to Green River Academy and then to West Point. The two fought on opposite sides in the 

war, which was the case with many family members and friends in Kentucky during the war.ò 

¢ƘŜ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǎƛƎπƘǧǇǎΥκκƘŀǊǘŎƻǳƴǘȅƪȅΦƻǊƎκƘŎ-ƳŜκƘƛǎǘƻǊȅκІΥϤΥǘŜȄǘҐ¢ƘŜ҈20county%нлǿŀǎ҈нлƴŀƳŜŘ҈нлŦƻǊΣIŀǊǘ҈нл/ƻǳƴǘȅ҈нлƛǎ҈нлIƻǊǎŜ҈нл/ŀǾŜΦ 

Wigwam Village, Hart County 

Hidden River Cave,  

Hart County 

Green River, Hart County 


